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Objectives
By the end of the training, participants will be able to:

• Understand the CHDP 
requirements for vision 
screening

• Know the basic anatomy of 
the eye and the pathway of 
vision

• Perform a vision acuity 
screening on a preschool 
child

• Identify the correct 
screening charts and when 
to use them

• Document visual acuity 
screening results

• Refer to an eye specialist if 
needed
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CHDP Visual Acuity Screening 

Requirements

• Screen for visual problems at every
well child visit

• Visual Acuity Screening should be 
done beginning at age 3

• Conduct the screen in a well-lit 
room, free of visual and auditory 
distractions

• The eye chart should be at the 
child’s eye level

• Each eye should be screened 
separately

• Proper selection of age-
appropriate optotypes and testing 
methods are important in 
obtaining accurate screening 
results

• Screening distance is 10 feet. This 
short distance will enhance 
interaction between the child and 
screener without decreasing 
accuracy of screening results

4County of San Benito: https://hhsa.cosb.us/public-health/

https://hhsa.cosb.us/public-health/


CHDP Visual Acuity Screening 

Recommendations for Providers

• Complete a CHDP approved training in vision screening 

• Certificate is good for 4 years

• Either Critical Line or Threshold Screening may be used for 
the vision screening
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Bright Futures Periodicity

Bright futures 
recommends risk 
assessments to 
be performed 
prior to the age 
of 3, visual acuity 
screenings to 
start at 3 till 6 
years and at 8, 
10,12 and 15 
years of age; risk 
assessment to be 
performed on the 
other years with 
appropriate 
interventions to 
follow, if positive 
results are found.

https://www.aap.org/en-us/Documents/periodicity_schedule.pdf

6County of San Benito: https://hhsa.cosb.us/public-health/

https://www.aap.org/en-us/Documents/periodicity_schedule.pdf
https://hhsa.cosb.us/public-health/


Please PAUSE and view 

the videos located on 

step 3
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