FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE: November 9, 2025

CONTACT: Antonio J. Mendoza
PHONE: 831.637.0340 | EMAIL: antonio@communityfoodbankofsbc.org

SUBJECT/HEADLINE: Community FoodBank Organizing Special Distribution for CalFresh
Recipients

To help all those in San Benito impacted by the CalFresh crisis, Community FoodBank is
organizing a special drive-through distribution of food for CalFresh recipients this
coming Wednesday, November 12th, from 2PM to 6PM at our main location at 1133 San
Felipe Rd, Hollister CA. No ID will be necessary. A verbal attestation that you are a
CalFresh recipient impacted by the government shutdown and how many members of your
family are CalFresh recipients will suffice. In San Benito, we do not have a method of
sending this information directly to CalFresh recipients, so please let as many impacted
members of our community know about this special distribution as you can.

Regarding the distribution, Executive Director Antonio J. Mendoza stated, “Community
FoodBank knows that our neighbors cannot wait for the resolution of legal battles to feed
their families. We are not waiting to act. Our county has acted to support us in providing
services during this crisis with $100,000 in initial support and potentially $50,000 more.
Community-based organizations like the Latino Coalition of San Benito County, our
foundation partners, and so many private citizens have put their community first in
supporting the FoodBank to meet this moment. Despite this generosity, there is more need
in this moment and in our community, so if you can, please donate funds to help us
maintain this resource for our community that is proving so critical.”

Supervisor Mindy Sotelo stated in a November 6th, special meeting of the board of
supervisors regarding the county’s cooperation with the FoodBank to meet this crisis, “It’s
one of the basic needs,” later adding, “l would like for us to be as prepared as possible and
to be able to take care of our community

At the same meeting, Chair of the Board of Supervisors Kollin Kosmicki echoed the need for
action stating, “It’s very clear that this board supports doing whatever it takes. That we’re
committed to making sure that these services are not going to stop, that we’re going to be
there for the community, and that we’re not going to let people go hungry.”
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